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Welcome to the April 2008 issue of Runge Software News, our bimonthly newsletter that provides you with
simple, easy-to-read information on how to get the most out of Runge’s technology solutions.

In this issue we introduce DragSim and discuss the upcoming release of DragSim version 4.0. And we also
have our regular sections: hints and tips, forum topics, help, etc.

About DRAGSIM

DragSim is a dragline simulation system, used to model total mining operations to optimise equipment and
productivity. It provides a complete simulation of all facets of dragline operations and is used in both medium
and long term planning.

Further information is contained in the DragSim Fact Sheet (English version).

DRAGSIM Version 4.0

DragSim 4.0 is due for release May 2008. The five key enhancements are listed below:

A ‘tree’ view showing all steps in all passes in the one window pane. Moving between steps in different passes
is now much quicker.
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‘Tree’ view in DragSim 4.0.

A new step type has been introduced; the ‘Goto’ command. This command allows multiple steps to be skipped
or looped multiple times. For example, it enables looping through steps multiple times which allows gradual
removal of overburden in specified increments (e.g. 5 metre increments), rather than complete removal of
overburden in one dragline step. Similarly, the ‘Goto’ command can be used to skip a whole series of steps
where the specified steps are not necessary.

Dozing steps now incorporate ‘dozed’ and ‘dumped’ slopes which can be set independently to allow complex
dozes to be configured.

The ‘initialise’ steps have been enhanced to include fields that allow complete polygon removal instead of only
defining a dig area, and an adjustable height option to increase the dump height while preserving any bench
sizes.

The online reference guide has been completely revised and is now clearer, up-to-date, and has more
examples.

Information about other enhancements is available in the Runge DragSim forum. runge
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We have created a forum where you can share information with other Runge software users. Use the
forum to post any questions you have about any of our products, share best practice information, work-
arounds, and solutions. However, if you require assistance from our Help Desk, please refer to the Help
section below.

Go to the Runge Forum web page where you'll find links to our product forums.
Topics currently being discussed in the forum include:
Preschedule Dump Blocks in XPAC

Calculating Truck Queuing Time at the Truck Loader in Talpac
Reasonable Model Dimensions in Xact

Hints & Tips

Our regular 'hints and tips' section helps you save time when using our software.

Xact - File Management

Over time, your Xact file sizes will grow in size. It is therefore suggested you compact your model on a
monthly basis. To do this:

Open Xact.

Choose ‘File’ > ‘Compact’.

Open your model.

Follow the prompts.

Your file will be compacted accordingly.
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You can check the overall file size reduction by opening the model, selecting ‘File’ > ‘Backup’, then com-
paring the size of the zipfile with the previous one. A 50% reduction in the zipfile size is not uncommon.

Do you need assistance using our software products?
Contact the Runge Help Desk by email (support@runge.com.au) or phone (+61 7 3100 7200). Perhaps
you would like to ask us something you’ve seen in this newsletter; email us at runge@runge.com.au

Release dates

Runge Technology Solutions

xnac Business focused mine scheduling Q3 2008

Scheduling success into your day-to-day mine planning Q2 2008

Responsibility based budget forecasting and financial modelling| Q2 2008

3D spatial information management and interrogation products Q3 2008

The industry standard for haulage fleet evaluation Q4 2008

Fast and effective dragline simulation system Q2 2008

Longwall simulation to optimise productivity TBA

If you would like to see further information about a particular product, click on a logo to get more
information about that product.
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Runge Software News is issued every two months; next issue: June 2008. runge
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